Supplemental Lesson Plan:
A Civilian’s Perspective of the Battle of Bentonville

19th Century Engraving of Mower’s Charge, March 21, 1865

In this lesson for grade 8, students will investigate how the Harper family
experienced the Battle of Bentonville by examining a reminiscence written by
Mary Harper, a daughter who was living at home during the battle. Students
will gain a personal understanding of the hardships of war faced on the
battlefield by the soldiers and behind the lines by the families who found
themselves in harm’s way.

Competency Goals
This lesson can be used in partial fulfillment of the following:
NCSCOS Social Studies Grade 8: 4.02; 4.03; 4.04
NCSCOS English/Language Arts Grade 8: 1.01a-e; 1.02c, d, e; 1.03b, d; 2.01ah; 2.02a-c, e-g; 4.02c; 5.01a-c, f, i, j; 6.01a-i; 6.02b, d

Objectives
After classroom discussion, historical background reading, and examination of
the article written by Mary Harper, students will:
•
•
•
•

describe the essentials of the Battle of Bentonville.
describe the Battle of Bentonville as viewed by the Harper family.
list some of the hardships faced by soldiers and civilians during the
battle.
identify attitudes and emotions held by Union soldiers, Confederate
soldiers, and the Harper family.

Teacher Planning
Provide the following materials either through web access to the Educational
Unit or through handouts downloaded via the web site.
The Battle of Bentonville
The Harper Family
Copy of “Reminiscences of the Battle of Bentonville”
Transcript of Official Records – referring to the Harper house used as a
hospital
Paper and pencils for letter writing
K-W-L Chart – if desired
Glossary of terms found in the primary source
Site Narratives –

Time Requirement
45minutes (for block scheduling: add more time to edit and share letters)

Bell Ringer Activity
Have students write on a piece of paper how it might feel to suddenly find your
home in the middle of a battlefield and then have it used as a hospital for both
sides.

Teacher Input
A. Describe the Battle of Bentonville to students including: date,
commanders, number of combatants per side, significant events of the
battle, and outcome of the battle.
B. Lead students in a class discussion (Socratic Seminar, if applicable) to
predict how the Harper family must have felt before, during, and after the
battle. Be sure to focus on how the Harpers most likely felt about being
subjected to the battle while in their own home.

Classroom Activities: Guided Practice
1. Read the letter from Mary Harper concerning her experiences during
the Battle of Bentonville. This can be read out loud or upper level
students may read it individually.
2. As a class, discuss how well (or not so well) students predicted how
the Harpers felt during and after the battle.
3. Ask students to imagine that they are a Harper child who has just
survived the Battle of Bentonville. They will be writing a letter to a
friend or family member describing what they felt and experienced
before, during, and after the battle.
4. Review with students the components of a good letter and discuss
their role, format, and audience. Be sure students refer to their
predictions during the class discussion when writing their letters.

Classroom Activities: Independent Practice
1. Students are allowed time to write their letters about surviving the
Battle of Bentonville.
2. After students have completed their letters, they should exchange
them with a classmate. Each student should read his or her
classmate’s letter looking for accurate information, expression of
personal feelings, and proper letter format.

Closure
A. Students may share their letters with the class.
B. Bring the students together as a class to review the events of the Battle of
Bentonville and why the Harpers experienced the battle the way they did.
C. Have each student complete an exit slip on a piece of paper giving two
feelings the Harpers had before, during, or after the battle, including a
short explanation of why the Harpers would have experienced those
emotions

Assessment
Students should be able to write an essay clearly describing the Battle of
Bentonville as experienced by the Harper family. The essay should contain some
basic understanding of the battle and why it took place, its significance, and why
it took place in the small community of Bentonville.

Lesson Plan Glossary
canister – ammunition that was made of a cylindrical (can) container filled with
pieces of metal, glass, nails, etc. used primarily as an anti-personnel
device.
delirium – an acute mental disturbance characterized by confused thinking and
disrupted attention usually accompanied by disordered speech and
hallucinations.
dirge – a song or hymn of grief or lamentation, especially one intended to
accompany funeral or memorial rites.
emaciated - to be wasted away physically; to become very thin.
furlough – a leave of absence from duty granted especially to a soldier; in this
instance in the document, it implies the soldiers were killed?.
grapeshot - an antipersonnel weapon consisting of a cluster of small iron balls
shot from a cannon.
reminiscence – a remembered experience.
saber- a cavalry sword with a curved blade used to strike, cut or kill.
veranda – an open gallery or portico, usually roofed, attached to the exterior of a
building; porch.
volley – simultaneous discharge of a number of weapons.
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